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Along with a range of fashions loaned for the occasion by the top boutiques in Glasgow and Marks & Spencer’s, and modelled by the University staff, the 800 paying customers at this year’s fashion show are in for a very special treat: a whole section of the show devoted to Africa, but with a Scottish theme – tartan.

The section will open with University Secretary Dr. Peter West, Convenor of the Malawi Project wearing trews, and Professor Andrew Hamnett, Principal of the University wearing a kilt, both in the Malawi tartan. 

They will be supported by ‘tartans for Africa’, a display featuring original designs by African, Asian and Scottish fashion designers using ‘African’ tartans in a range of styles, both traditional and modern. Each outfit will be made by African, Asian and Scottish dress-makers and modelled by professional and amateur models. The featured countries will be D R Congo, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The models will also display a range of matching tartan accessories made by both Scottish and African craft-workers.

The show will be co-hosted by Liz Cameron, former Lord Provost of Glasgow and Liz Kristiansen of STV. Celebrity models will include former First Minister and soon-to-be High Commissioner to Malawi, Jack McConnell. Tartans for Africa will provide dvd’s of the event for those who can’t attend.

There will a number of top fashion designers and fashion buyers in the celebrity audience and the event is expected to raise around £10,000 for the fund. tartans for Africa plans to repeat this ‘African’ fashion show in London, and selected European cities throughout 2009, before taking it to Africa.
Tartans for Africa is a strategic partner of World Women Trade Fair and Africa Health.

Raising awareness and improving lives in Ethiopia, D.R.Congo, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda, South Africa, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe.
